Namibia North to Coast: An 11-Night
Lodge Self-Drive Adventure

l. Introduction: Your Namibian Lodge Self-Drive
Adventure

Namibia beckons with an allure unlike anywhere else in Africa. It is a land defined by its
immense scale, where ochre dunes meet stark coastlines, ancient deserts harbour surprising
life, and the sheer vastness instils a profound sense of space. To explore this captivating
country by self-drive is to embrace freedom and flexibility, allowing the journey to unfold at a
personal pace. The open roads, though sometimes challenging, lead to experiences and
landscapes that remain etched in memory long after departure.

This report outlines a potential 11-night self-drive itinerary tailored for two adults, focusing on
comfortable lodge accommodation within a budget of N3000 to N7000 per room per night. The
journey commences upon arrival at Windhoek's Hosea Kutako International Airport (WDH),
venturing north into the wildlife haven of Etosha National Park. From there, the route traverses
the geologically rich and culturally significant Damaraland region before heading south to the
coastal towns of Swakopmund and Walvis Bay, culminating in departure from Walvis Bay Airport
(WVB). The adventure necessitates a capable 4x4 vehicle, providing access to the diverse
terrains and ensuring a comfortable passage through this extraordinary land. The objective is to
furnish a comprehensive guide, blending practical planning details with destination insights,
enabling the travellers to confidently plan and undertake this remarkable Namibian exploration.

Il. Gearing Up: 4x4 Rental in Windhoek
Why a 4x4 is Essential

While Namibia boasts well-maintained tarred highways connecting major centres like Windhoek
to Etosha or Swakopmund, a significant portion of the country's appeal lies off the tarmac.
Accessing the rugged beauty of Damaraland, navigating the gravel roads within Etosha National
Park, reaching iconic sites like Twyfelfontein, and simply handling the unpredictable nature of
many secondary routes makes a 4x4 vehicle not just recommended, but essential for the
proposed itinerary. Attempting this route with a standard sedan would severely limit exploration,
potentially preventing access to key destinations and compromising safety and comfort on
prevalent gravel surfaces. A 4x4 offers better ground clearance, enhanced traction, a more
comfortable ride on uneven surfaces, and often a higher vantage point for game viewing. The
consistent advice from various sources, including rental companies themselves, underscores
that for a comprehensive Namibian road trip encompassing diverse regions, a 4x4 is a practical
necessity.

Recommended Vehicle Type

The industry standard and highly recommended vehicle for such a trip is a Toyota Hilux Double



Cab, preferably with an automatic transmission for driving ease. Similar models like the Nissan
Navara are also offered by some companies. These vehicles typically come well-equipped for
Namibian conditions, featuring a double cab (providing ample space for two adults and
luggage), a long-range fuel tank (crucial given the distances between fuel stops), a dual battery
system (powering accessories like fridges without draining the main battery), and critically, two
spare tyres. Many rentals for lodge trips (non-camping) also include or offer a portable
fridge/freezer, invaluable for keeping drinks and snacks cool in the desert heat.

Comparing Rental Companies

Windhoek serves as the primary hub for 4x4 rentals, with numerous reputable companies
catering to the self-drive market. Established operators include Bushbundu Car Rental , Asco
Car Hire , Savanna Car Hire , Advanced Car Hire , Any Car Rental , Africa on Wheels , Warthog
4x4 Safari Rentals , Mufasa Car Rental , Namibia2Go , and Zambezi Car Rental.

Common service offerings that add significant value include complimentary transfers between
Hosea Kutako International Airport (WDH) and their Windhoek depots, comprehensive vehicle
briefings upon collection, and crucial 24/7 breakdown support. Many companies pride
themselves on maintaining fleets of relatively new and meticulously serviced vehicles,
recognizing that reliability is paramount in Namibia's demanding environment. The prevalence of
companies offering robust, well-equipped 4x4s with essential features like dual batteries,
long-range tanks, and two spare tyres indicates a market specifically adapted to the challenges
and requirements of Namibian self-drive tourism. While pricing varies, factors like vehicle age
(some explicitly offer newer models ), included equipment, insurance levels, and the quality of
backup service are key differentiators. Rental rates are typically subject to seasonal variations,
with prices generally highest during the peak dry season (July-October).

Table 1: Indicative Windhoek 4x4 Rental Comparison (Toyota Hilux Double Cab Auto -
Non-Camping, 11 Days, 2025 Rates)

Company Indicative Rate Basis |Key Insurance Summary  [One-Way Fee
Daily Rate |(Season/Day|Inclusions  |(Standard Excess) (WDH-WVB)
(N$/€) s) (Typical)
Asco Car €79+ (Std  |Standard Airport Details on insurance  |Not Specified
Hire 4x4) rate; Auto  [transfer page
DC likely (limited
higher; hours), 24/7
Seasonal backup
variation
Namibia2Go [From Per day rate |Premium Included in Premium  [Not Specified
N$2442 Cover, airportiCover
transfers,
unlimited km,
add. drivers,
tyre/glass
damage
Africar N1300 - Low-High Standard N$40,000 Not Specified
N2000 Season, 16+ [accessories,
Days 2 spares,




Company Indicative Rate Basis |Key Insurance Summary  [One-Way Fee
Daily Rate |(Season/Day|Inclusions  |(Standard Excess) (WDH-WVB)
(N$/€) s) (Typical)
dual
tank/battery
Savanna Car|N1475 - Low-High Standard N$35,000 Not Specified
Hire N2050 Season, 15+ [accessories
Days / 8-14
Days
Asco €69 - €119 |Low-High Older Options available Not Specified
(Budget) Season, 16+ |vehicles, (€8-€25/day)
Days 24/7 backup,
airport
transfer
Britz (Agent) [IN/A (Rates |Varies Varies Varies N$6300
complex)

Note: Rates are indicative and subject to change. Always obtain a specific quote for your travel
dates, vehicle type, and desired insurance level. Confirm one-way fees directly.

Understanding Insurance Options

Navigating rental insurance is crucial. Standard insurance packages typically come with a
significant excess (also known as a deductible) — the amount the renter is liable for in case of
damage or theft. This standard excess can be quite high, often ranging from N35,000 to
N48,000 or more. Most companies offer options to reduce this excess significantly, sometimes
down to N2,500 or even zero, by paying an additional daily
fee.[span_93](start_span)[span_93](end_span)[span_94](start_span)[span_94](end_span)[span
_95](start_span)[span_95](end_span)[span_96](start_span)[span_96](end_span) These daily
fees can range from N100 to over N$600, depending on the level of reduction chosen.
Crucially, tyre and windscreen damage is frequently excluded from standard and even some
reduced excess options, requiring separate cover at an additional daily cost (e.g., N200-N300
per day). Given the prevalence of gravel roads and the high likelihood of tyre punctures in
Namibia , opting for the most comprehensive insurance available — ideally with zero excess and
specific inclusion of tyre and windscreen cover — is strongly advised for peace of mind. Be
aware that adherence to rental agreement terms, such as speed limits (Asco Car Hire, for
instance, imposes an 80 km/h limit on gravel roads, monitored via tracking devices, with
violations potentially voiding insurance ), is essential for maintaining coverage.

One-Way Rental (Windhoek to Walvis Bay)

The itinerary's conclusion at Walvis Bay (WVB) necessitates a one-way rental arrangement.
Most major rental companies facilitate this, but a one-way drop-off fee is standard practice and
must be factored into the budget. This fee can be substantial; one source indicates a fee of
N$6300 for Britz vehicles , though this may vary significantly between companies. It is
imperative to confirm the exact one-way fee with the chosen rental provider during the quotation
and booking process.

While the fee might seem high, it represents a far more efficient logistical solution compared to



the alternative: driving the vehicle back from the coast to Windhoek (an additional distance of
roughly 400 km each way, totalling over 800 km) and then purchasing separate flights from
Windhoek (WDH) to Walvis Bay (WVB) for departure. Flights on this route, primarily operated by
Airlink, are typically indirect, involving stops, with flight times exceeding 5 hours 45 minutes and
one-way costs potentially exceeding N$5000 per person. Considering the extra driving time, fuel
costs, and the expense and duration of two indirect flights, paying the one-way rental fee is
almost certainly the more time-effective and cost-efficient approach for this itinerary.

lll. The Journey Unfolds: A Proposed 11-Night
Itinerary

(Map Placeholder: Insert a simple map illustrating the route: Windhoek -> Etosha South
-> Etosha East -> Damaraland -> Swakopmund/Walvis Bay)

A Note on Pacing: Namibia’s vast distances and road conditions demand realistic planning.
While tar roads connect major points, much of this itinerary involves gravel travel. Google Maps
estimations can be overly optimistic on these surfaces. Plan for average speeds not exceeding
80 km/h on gravel, as recommended or enforced by rental companies , and allow buffer time for
potential delays like tyre changes, photo opportunities, and wildlife sightings. Driving after dark
is strongly discouraged due to the high risk of encountering wildlife on the roads. The proposed
1-2 nights per location necessitate efficient travel between destinations.

Day 1: Arrival in Windhoek (WDH) & Preparation

e Arrival & Vehicle Collection: Upon arrival at Hosea Kutako International Airport (WDH),
proceed to collect the pre-booked 4x4 vehicle. Allow adequate time (1-2 hours) for the
transfer to the rental depot (often included free of charge ) and the comprehensive vehicle
handover process, including paperwork and briefing on vehicle operation and safety
features.

e Drive to Accommodation: Navigate to the chosen lodge in or near Windhoek. Consider
proximity to the rental depot and routes leading north out of the city.

e Settling In & Supplies: Check into the lodge and take some time to acclimatize.
Windhoek sits at an elevation of approximately 1,700 meters (5,600 feet), so initial fatigue
is possible. This is the best opportunity to stock up on essential supplies for the road
ahead, particularly bottled water, snacks, and any personal items. If time permits and
energy levels allow, consider a brief exploration of city landmarks like the Christuskirche
or the Independence Memorial Museum.

e Accommodation Suggestion: River Crossing Lodge, located just outside Windhoek,
offers stunning views over a private game reserve and falls comfortably within the budget
at approximately N$3555 per room for Dinner, Bed & Breakfast (DBB) based on 2025
rates. It receives excellent guest reviews, particularly praising the staff, views, and food.
Other suitable options include Auas Safari Lodge, Okapuka Safari Lodge, or Immanuel
Wilderness Lodge for locations outside the city, or Arebbusch Travel Lodge closer to
town.

Day 2: Journey North to Etosha National Park (South/Okaukuejo Area) (~420 km / 4-5
hours driving)

e The Drive: After breakfast, begin the drive north towards Etosha National Park. The
primary route follows the well-maintained B1 tar road, making for relatively straightforward
driving.

e En Route: Pass through the towns of Okahandja, Otjiwarongo, and Outjo. These serve



as potential points for refuelling or picking up last-minute supplies. Outjo is the last main
town before the southern entrance to Etosha.

e Park Entry: Approach Etosha via the C38 road from Outjo, entering the park through
Andersson Gate. Park entrance fees are payable upon arrival at one of the main rest
camps inside the park, typically Okaukuejo for those entering via Andersson Gate.
Proceed to the chosen lodge located outside the park, near Andersson Gate.

e Afternoon Activities: Depending on arrival time and lodge check-in, options include a
short, late-afternoon self-drive into the park (ensure awareness of gate closing times,
which correspond with sunset ) or simply relaxing at the lodge, perhaps enjoying a
sundowner by the pool.

e Accommodation Suggestions (Near Andersson Gate):

o Etosha Safari Lodge (Gondwana Collection): Offers excellent value with 2025/26
B&B rates around N$890 per room, leaving ample budget for dinner. Known for its
spacious layout, multiple pools, and expansive views over the mopane woodland, it
receives positive reviews.

o Toshari Lodge: A well-regarded option featuring standard and luxury rooms,
multiple pools, and spa facilities. High season 2025 B&B rates range from N3180 to
N3600 per room, fitting the budget. Guest reviews are generally very positive.

o Etosha Village: Often cited as a budget-friendly alternative , specific 2025 lodge
rates would need verification but likely fall well within the budget.

Day 3: Full Day Game Viewing in Etosha (Okaukuejo/Central Area)

e Wildlife Focus: Dedicate the day to exploring the central region of Etosha National Park.
The area around Okaukuejo, Halali, and the numerous waterholes scattered between
them are renowned for productive game viewing. Early mornings and late afternoons are
typically the most active periods for wildlife.

e Self-Drive Strategy: The freedom of self-driving allows for flexibility in choosing which
waterholes to visit and how long to spend at each sighting. Always adhere to park
regulations, including the 60 km/h speed limit and the rule prohibiting exiting the vehicle
except in designated fenced areas (camps, picnic spots).

e Logistics: Pack sufficient water, snacks, and perhaps a picnic lunch. Alternatively, the
main camps like Okaukuejo and Halali have restaurants and shops, though accessing
them requires paying camp entry fees if not staying overnight there. Keep binoculars and
cameras readily accessible.

e Return: Plan the route to ensure exit from the park via Andersson Gate before sunset, as
gates close promptly. Fines can be imposed for late exits.

e Etosha Park Fees: Budget approximately N150 per person per day (foreign adult rate)
plus N50 per vehicle per day. These are based on the most recently cited fees but are
subject to change by the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism (MEFT). Note that
older fee structures may appear in some sources , and fee adjustments have occurred.

Day 4: Etosha Game Viewing - Transition East (Okaukuejo to Namutoni Area) (~140 km
drive inside park + drive to lodge)

e Eastward Exploration: Utilize the travel day to game drive across the park from the
central area towards the eastern side. Explore the network of roads connecting
Okaukuejo, Halali, and Namutoni, stopping at various waterholes along the way. This
section offers opportunities to see different habitats, including the vast expanse of the
Etosha Pan itself.

e Park Exit: Exit Etosha National Park through the Von Lindequist Gate in the east.

e Lodge Check-in: Proceed to the chosen lodge located outside the park, in the vicinity of



the Von Lindequist Gate. Many lodges here are situated within private game reserves
bordering Etosha.
Accommodation Suggestions (Near Von Lindequist Gate):

o Onguma Bush Camp: Located in the Onguma Private Game Reserve, offering a
blend of Etosha access and private reserve activities. A Rondavel room at N$6170
per room DBB for 2025 fits the budget. The camp features a pool and overlooks a
waterhole.

o Mokuti Etosha Lodge: Situated closest to the Von Lindequist Gate , this lodge offers
extensive facilities including pools and a spa. Rates cited range from N5730 to
N9310 per night , potentially fitting the budget depending on the room type and
inclusions (likely DBB).

o Mushara Collection (Lodge/Bush Camp): Offers several options. Mushara Lodge
rates (N5410-N8180 ) might fit the budget. Mushara Bush Camp is noted as a more
budget-conscious glamping option , likely well within range. Both are well-reviewed.

Day 5: Etosha East / Onguma Reserve Activities

Flexible Day: Choose between further exploration of Etosha or activities within the
private reserve (if staying at Onguma or similar).

Option 1 (Etosha): Re-enter Etosha via Von Lindequist Gate for another self-drive game
viewing session, focusing on the eastern waterholes like Chudop, Kalkheuwel, or
Fischer's Pan, known for birdlife.

Option 2 (Private Reserve): Participate in activities offered by the lodge. Onguma, for
example, offers guided game drives (morning, sundowner), guided walks, and access to
hides overlooking waterholes. These activities come at an additional cost (e.g., Onguma
Sundowner Drive approx. N890 pp, Etosha Drive approx. N1750 pp for 2025 ) but provide
expert guidance and access to areas potentially off-limits to self-drivers. Night drives are
often possible in private reserves, unlike within the national park itself (unless staying at
NWR camps).

Relaxation: Alternatively, enjoy a more leisurely day relaxing at the lodge, utilising the
pool, or observing wildlife at the lodge's waterhole if available.

Day 6: Drive to Damaraland (~350-450 km / 5-7 hours driving)

Departure & Route: An early start is recommended for this significant driving day,

transitioning from the Etosha region south-west into the rugged landscapes of

Damaraland. The journey will primarily be on gravel roads (such as the C39 west from

Outjo, then various D-roads). The exact route depends on the chosen lodge location

within Damaraland (e.g., near Khorixas, Twyfelfontein, Uis, or Palmwag).

Scenery Change: Expect a dramatic shift in scenery from the flat plains of Etosha to the

ancient, arid, and geologically fascinating terrain of Damaraland, characterized by

mountains, sparse vegetation, and dry riverbeds.

Fuel Planning: This leg requires careful fuel management. Ensure the vehicle's

long-range tank is full before leaving the Etosha area (refuel in Outjo or potentially

Tsumeb if routing that way). Khorixas offers fuel stations , but options become significantly

scarcer further west and south within Damaraland. Consult a detailed map showing fuel

stops (e.g., Palmwag, Uis) and plan accordingly. Never pass a functioning fuel station

without considering topping up.

Accommodation Suggestions (Damaraland):

o Damara Mopane Lodge (Gondwana Collection): Located near Khorixas, offering a

convenient base for exploring the northern parts of Damaraland. Its unique chalet
design with individual vegetable gardens is charming. Rates around N$4568 per



room B&B (estimate based on pps B&B rate ) make it a strong value proposition
within the budget. Good reviews praise its atmosphere and service.

o Twyfelfontein Country Lodge: Offers unparalleled proximity to the UNESCO rock art
site. Built into the surrounding sandstone formations, it provides dramatic views.
Rates cited range from N4370 to N7360 , likely fitting the budget depending on
season and meal plan. Reviews are generally positive, highlighting location and
design, though some mention it can feel busy with tour groups.

o Grootberg Lodge: Perched atop the Grootberg Pass near Palmwag, this
community-owned lodge boasts arguably the most spectacular views in the region.
It offers activities like rhino tracking (at extra cost). 2025 DBB rates fit the budget
during Green (N5298/room) and Low (N6510/room) seasons but push the upper
limit in High season (N$7852/room). Excellent reviews commend the location and
community initiative.

Day 7: Exploring Damaraland's Highlights

Twyfelfontein: A visit to the Twyfelfontein rock engravings is a must-do. Access is only
permitted with a local guide, included in the entrance fee. The tour typically takes around
an hour, showcasing some of the estimated 2,500 petroglyphs created thousands of years
ago. The entrance fee for international adults is N$270 per person, based on the latest
available information from the Namibia Heritage Council (effective April 2023). Note that
older or conflicting fee information may exist. Fees are paid at the site entrance. Allow
time to absorb the significance of this ancient open-air art gallery. Visit early morning or
late afternoon to avoid the intense midday heat.

Geological Wonders: Near Twyfelfontein lie the Organ Pipes (columns of dolerite
resembling organ pipes) and Burnt Mountain (a hill with striking colours, especially at
sunrise/sunset). A combined entrance fee likely applies.

Optional Visits:

o Petrified Forest: Located between Khorixas and Twyfelfontein, this site features
massive fossilized tree trunks estimated to be around 280 million years old. A
guided tour is required, and an entrance fee applies.

o Desert-Adapted Elephants: Damaraland is one of the few places to potentially
encounter these unique elephants. Sightings often require dedicated tracking
excursions, usually arranged through lodges (like Twyfelfontein Country Lodge or
Grootberg Lodge) at additional cost, as the elephants roam widely along dry
riverbeds. Self-drive sightings are possible but less predictable.

Logistics: Spend the day exploring these sites from the chosen lodge base, or potentially
use the day to transition between two different lodges within Damaraland if opting for a
split stay (e.g., one night near Twyfelfontein, one near Palmwag/Grootberg).

Day 8: Drive to Swakopmund (~350-450 km / 5-7 hours driving)

Coastal Journey: Another day involving significant driving, heading south-west towards
the Atlantic coast and the town of Swakopmund. The route will again be predominantly on
gravel roads (e.g., C35 south from Uis, or potentially the C34 coastal road north from
Henties Bay if coming from further north in Damaraland).
Route Options & Scenery:
o Inland Route (e.g., via Uis): Traverses stark desert landscapes, passing near the
Brandberg massif, Namibia's highest mountain.
o Coastal Route (C34): If accessing from the north (e.g., Palmwag area), the C34
offers the desolate beauty of the Skeleton Coast Park (permits may be required for
certain sections). This route provides access to the Cape Cross Seal Colony and



potential views of shipwrecks like the Zeila near Henties Bay. Be prepared for
potential fog, which can make the salt roads slippery.
Cape Cross Seal Colony: If taking the coastal route, a detour to Cape Cross is
worthwhile to witness one of the largest breeding colonies of Cape Fur Seals in the world.
Allow extra time for the visit (at least an hour plus driving detour). An entrance fee is
payable at the site office. Be forewarned: the sight and sound are incredible, but the smell
can be overwhelming.
Arrival in Swakopmund: Arrive in Swakopmund, a unique town blending German
colonial architecture with coastal Namibian life. Check into the pre-booked
accommodation.
Accommodation Suggestions (Swakopmund):

o Desert Breeze Lodge: Located just outside Swakopmund, offering unparalleled
views of the Namib dunes meeting the Swakop River valley. Its unique architecture
and tranquil setting receive exceptional reviews. 2025 B&B rates start at N$3030
per room (2 sharing), making it an excellent fit for the budget.

o Strand Hotel Swakopmund: Occupies a prime position on the historic Mole (sea
wall) in the heart of town. Offers luxury amenities, multiple dining options, and direct
beach access. Rates cited (N7310-N9130 range ) place it at the very top end or
potentially exceeding the budget, depending on the room and season.

o Other Options: Swakopmund offers a wide range of guesthouses and boutique
hotels. Consider well-reviewed options like Swakopmund Luxury Suites , the
historic Hansa Hotel , Brigadoon Boutique Guesthouse (N2630-N4110 range ),
Cornerstone Guesthouse (N1850-N3090 range ), or Beach Lodge Swakopmund
(N2170-N3230 range ) based on location preference (central vs. beachfront) and
current rates. Many fall comfortably within the budget.

Day 9: Swakopmund & Walvis Bay Activities

Town Exploration: Spend some time exploring Swakopmund itself. Walk along the Jetty,
visit the Swakopmund Museum for local history, admire the Woermannhaus and
Hohenzollern Building, and browse the craft shops.

Activity Focus: This day is ideal for experiencing the unique coastal desert environment
and marine life.

o Morning - Living Desert Tour: Embark on a guided "Little 5" tour into the dunes
just outside Swakopmund. Expert guides reveal the hidden life of the desert,
searching for creatures like the Palmato gecko, Namaqua chameleon, sidewinder
snake, legless lizard, and various beetles and insects adapted to this arid world.
This educational and fascinating tour is highly recommended. Duration is typically
around 3-4 hours. The cost is approximately N$900 per person. Advance booking is
essential.

o Afternoon - Marine Dolphin Cruise: Drive south to Walvis Bay (approx. 30 km).
Join a catamaran cruise in the Walvis Bay lagoon and harbour area. These trips
offer close encounters with Cape fur seals (often jumping aboard!), Heaviside's and
bottlenose dolphins, pelicans, cormorants, and vast flocks of flamingos. Mola mola
(sunfish) and whales (Southern Right and Humpback) may be seen in season
(typically July-November). Cruises usually last around 3 hours and often include
complimentary fresh oysters, snacks, and sparkling wine. The cost is around N1300
to N1400 per adult. Advance booking is strongly advised.

Alternative Activities: Swakopmund is Namibia's adventure capital. Other popular
options include sandboarding or dune buggy riding on the nearby dunes, quad biking,



skydiving, or taking scenic flights over the coastline and desert.
Return: Drive back to Swakopmund accommodation in the late afternoon.

Day 10: Coastal Exploration / Leisure

Option 1 - Sandwich Harbour: For a truly spectacular coastal desert experience,
consider a full-day tour combining a morning marine cruise with an afternoon 4x4
excursion to Sandwich Harbour. This tour takes specialized vehicles into the
Namib-Naukluft Park south of Walvis Bay, driving along the beach (tide permitting) and
over massive dunes to reach the point where the towering sand sea meets the Atlantic
Ocean. It's a dramatic landscape and a highlight for many visitors. Combo tours are
offered by several operators but represent a longer and more expensive day than the
individual activities.

Option 2 - Relaxed Pace: Enjoy a more leisurely day in Swakopmund. Revisit favourite
spots, browse the galleries and shops (Namibia Craft Centre in Windhoek is also good ,
but Swakopmund has many options), enjoy coffee and cake at a local café, or simply walk
along the beach.

Option 3 - Walvis Bay Focus: Spend more time around the Walvis Bay Lagoon,
particularly observing the flamingos (greater and lesser species). Viewing is often best
around high tide when birds congregate closer to the promenade. Visit the salt works
south of town.

Accommodation Logistics: Depending on the following day's flight schedule from
Walvis Bay Airport (WVB), consider if staying the final night in Swakopmund is
convenient, or if moving to a guesthouse closer to Walvis Bay town or the airport (approx.
15 km east of Walvis Bay ) would be preferable for an early departure. Swakopmund itself
is only about 45 km north of WVB airport.

Day 11: Final Coastal Experiences & Departure Preparation

Leisurely Morning: Enjoy a final Namibian breakfast. Allow time for any last-minute
souvenir purchases or a final stroll along the Swakopmund Mole or beach.

Preparation: Organize luggage and double-check flight details and departure times from
Walvis Bay Airport (WVB).

Drive to Airport & Vehicle Return: Drive towards Walvis Bay Airport. Ensure the vehicle
has sufficient fuel as per the rental agreement return policy. Locate the designated vehicle
return area at WVB (confirm details with the rental company). Allow ample time for the
return process (inspection, paperwork) before proceeding to flight check-in.
Accommodation: Final night spent in Swakopmund or a location closer to WVB as
decided on Day 10.

Day 12: Departure from Walvis Bay (WVB)

Departure: Proceed to Walvis Bay Airport (WVB) for the scheduled departure flight,
concluding the Namibian self-drive adventure.

IV. Your Home in the Wild: Lodge Accommodation
(N3000-N7000 per Room/Night)

Understanding Lodge Pricing

Accommodation costs form a significant part of the budget. Namibian lodges typically quote
rates either per person sharing (pps) or per room per night. It's crucial to clarify the basis when



comparing prices. For this itinerary's budget of N3000-N7000 per room per night, the target rate
per person sharing should fall between N1500 and N3500.

Meal plans commonly offered are Bed & Breakfast (B&B) or Dinner, Bed & Breakfast (DBB). In
more remote areas like Etosha and Damaraland, where alternative dining options are scarce or
non-existent, opting for DBB is often practical and convenient, though it increases the nightly
cost. In towns like Swakopmund with numerous restaurants, B&B provides more flexibility.
Rates are highly seasonal. The peak tourist season generally aligns with the dry winter months
(July to October), when prices are highest. Shoulder seasons (April-June, November) offer
moderate rates, while the green season (December-March) often sees the lowest prices but can
involve rain. The specified budget is generally sufficient for securing comfortable, well-regarded
lodge accommodation throughout this route, particularly outside the absolute peak season or if

opting for B&B where feasible. However, careful selection and advance booking, especially
during popular travel times, are essential to stay within the N3000-N7000 per room constraint.

Windhoek Lodge Options (Budget Compliant)

Table 2: Selected Windhoek Lodge Options

Lodge Name [Location Indicative 2025 [Key Features/Review Snippet Budget Fit
Rate (2 adults,
room/night)
River Crossing MJust outside  |N$ 3,555 Excellent reviews, stunning Yes
Lodge city (DBB) views, pool, restaurant, game
drives
Auas Safari 45km South From ~N$3900 |Game drives, pool, good reviews, [Yes
Lodge (likely B&B) wildlife viewing
Okapuka Safari[32km North From ~N$3100 [Restaurant, pools, good reviews, [Yes
Lodge (likely B&B) near Windhoek
Immanuel ?20km North From ~N$2600 |Pool, restaurant, garden setting, [Yes
\Wilderness (likely B&B) good reviews
Lodge
Arebbusch Pioneers Park [From ~N$1300 |Pools, restaurant, family-friendly, [Yes
Travel Lodge (B&B) good value
Utopia Klein Windhoek|Rates needed |Upmarket, serene gardens, Likely Yes
Boutique Hotel tranquil suburb
Etosha Region Lodge Options (Budget Compliant)
Table 3: Selected Etosha Region Lodge Options (Outside Park Gates)
Lodge Name |Location (Gate)|Indicative 2025 |Key Features/Review Snippet Budget Fit
Rate (2 adults,
room/night)
Etosha Safari |Andersson ~N$1780 Gondwana value, views, pools, |[Yes
Lodge (South) (B&B) + Dinner [good reviews
extra
[Toshari Lodge JAndersson N3180 - N3600 [Pools, spa, good reviews Yes
(South) (B&B, High
Season)
Etosha SW (Private  [N6775 - N9960 [Views, game drives, rhino Maybe (Clarify




Lodge Name [Location (Gate)|Indicative 2025 [Key Features/Review Snippet Budget Fit
Rate (2 adults,
room/night)
Mountain Reserve) (DBB? Room?) [conservation, exclusivity Rate)
Lodge
Onguma Bush [Von Lindequist [N$6170 (DBB, |Private reserve, waterhole, pool, [Yes
Camp (East) Rondavel) activities
Mokuti Etosha [Mon Lindequist N5730 - N9310 [Closest to gate, pools, spa, large [Maybe (Clarify
Lodge (East) (DBB? Room?) |lodge Rate)
Mushara Bush [Von Lindequist [N3980 - N6190 |Glamping style, well-regarded Yes
Camp (East) (DBB? Room?)
Emanya Game [Von Lindequist [N3320 - N4220 [5-star rating, safari lodge feel Yes
Lodge (East) (DBB? Room?)
Etosha King  [King Nehale  |[N4280 - N6850 [Unique northern access, cultural [Yes
Nehale Lodge [(North) (DBB? Room?) theme, Gondwana
Damaraland Lodge Options (Budget Compliant)
Table 4: Selected Damaraland Lodge Options
Lodge Name [Location Indicative 2025 [Key Features/Review Snippet Budget Fit
Rate (2 adults,
room/night)
Damara Near Khorixas ~N$4568 Gondwana value, unique design, [Yes
Mopane Lodge (B&B) + Dinner [pool, good reviews
extra
Twyfelfontein  [Near N4370 - N7360 [Prime location for rock art, pool, [Yes

Country Lodge

[Twyfelfontein

(DBB? Room?)

views, larger lodge

Grootberg Palmwag Area [N5298-N6510 [Spectacular views, Yes (Season
Lodge (DBB, community-owned, rhino tracking [Dep.)
Green/Low
Season)
Palmwag Palmwag N3320 - N5310 [Oasis feel, pools, potential Yes
Lodge (DBB? Room?) lelephant sightings, activities
\Vingerklip Between N2570 - N5140 [Unique setting near Vingerklip Yes
Lodge Outjo/Khorixas [(([DBB? Room?) [rock formation, pools
Brandberg Near N2280 - N3460 [Base for Brandberg exploration, [Yes
White Lady Uis/Brandberg |(DBB? Room?) |pool, basic
Lodge

Swakopmund/Walvis Bay Lodge Options (Budget Compliant)

Table 5: Selected Coastal Lod

ge & Guesthouse Options

Lodge Name |Location Indicative 2025 [Key Features/Review Snippet Budget Fit
Rate (2 adults,
room/night)
Desert Breeze [Swakopmund |N$3030 (B&B) [Stunning dune views, unique Yes
Lodge (edge) design, excellent reviews

Strand Hotel

Swakopmund

N7310 - N9130

Prime central location,

Upper End / No




Lodge Name [Location Indicative 2025 [Key Features/Review Snippet Budget Fit

Rate (2 adults,
room/night)

Swakopmund [(Mole) (B&B? Room?) pbeachfront, multiple dining, spa

Swakopmund [Swakopmund [Rates needed [Modern, central, excellent reviews|Likely Yes
Luxury Suites [Vineta)

Hansa Hotel [Swakopmund |Rates needed [Historic building, central, classic [Likely Yes

(Central) style, excellent reviews
Brigadoon Swakopmund |N2630 - N4110 [Central, cosy, well-regarded Yes
Boutique (Vineta) (B&B? Room?)
Guesthouse
Cornerstone  [Swakopmund [N1850 - N3090 |Peaceful, private B&B feel, Yes
Guesthouse  [(Central) (B&B? Room?) [central
Beach Lodge [Swakopmund |N2170 - N3230 [Direct beach access, sea views |Yes
Swakopmund |(Beach) (B&B? Room?)

V. Experiences & Essential Information

Signature Activities & Costs

Several activities stand out along this route, offering unique insights into Namibia's wildlife and
landscapes. Advance booking is recommended for most guided activities.

Etosha Game Drives: The primary activity in Etosha is game viewing. While self-driving
within the park is standard (cost included in park entry fees), guided drives are offered by
lodges bordering the park, especially those within private reserves like Onguma. These
provide expert interpretation and access to reserve areas. Costs vary: Onguma's 2025
rates are approx. N890 pp for a Sundowner Drive and N1750 pp for an Etosha Game
Drive. Night drives, offering a chance to see nocturnal animals, are generally only
possible on private reserves or from the NWR camps located inside the park.
Twyfelfontein Rock Art Visit: Accessing the main site requires a mandatory guided tour.
These tours typically last about an hour and provide context for the thousands of ancient
engravings. The fee for international adults was set at N$270 per person in April 2023 by
the Namibia Heritage Council. Payment is made at the site entrance.

Living Desert Tour (Swakopmund): This highly acclaimed half-day tour focuses on the
small, fascinating creatures adapted to the dune environment near Swakopmund (the
"Little 5"). It's an educational and engaging experience lasting approximately 3-4 hours.
The cost is around N$900 per person. Booking ahead is crucial.

Marine Dolphin Cruise (Walvis Bay): A popular 3-hour catamaran trip exploring the bay
and Pelican Point peninsula. Expect close encounters with seals, dolphins, pelicans,
flamingos, and enjoy complimentary oysters and sparkling wine. Costs are approximately
N1300-N1400 per adult. Advance booking is recommended.

Table 6: Summary of Key Activity & Entry Costs (per person, indicative)

Item Location Indicative Cost (N$, Foreign Notes
Adult)
Etosha Park Entry |Etosha NP N$ 150 Plus N$50 per vehicle
(per day) per day
Twyfelfontein Damaraland N$ 270 Mandatory guide




Item Location Indicative Cost (N$, Foreign Notes
Adult)
Guided Tour included
Living Desert Tour [Swakopmund N$ 900 Half-day guided tour,
book ahead
Marine Dolphin  |Walvis Bay N$ 1300 - N$ 1400 ~3-hour boat trip,
Cruise includes refreshments
Onguma Etosha East N$ 890 (2025) Optional guided activity
Sundowner Drive from lodge
Onguma Etosha |Etosha East N$ 1750 (2025) Optional guided activity
Game Drive from lodge
Cape Cross Seal [Skeleton Coast |Fee applies Amount needs
Reserve Entry verification (Park fees
likely N100-N150)

Note: Fees are subject to change. Verify current costs before travel.

Driving & Safety Considerations

Self-driving in Namibia is rewarding but requires awareness and preparation.

Road Conditions: Expect a mix of surfaces. Main highways connecting major towns (like
the B1 north from Windhoek) are typically tarred and in good condition. However, the
majority of roads on this itinerary, including those within Etosha, throughout Damaraland,
and connecting to the coast, are gravel. These gravel roads are generally well-maintained
but can vary from smooth to heavily corrugated or sandy, and dust can significantly
reduce visibility, especially when overtaking.

Speed Limits: Official limits are 120 km/h on tar and 100 km/h on gravel. However, for
safety and insurance purposes (as enforced by companies like Asco ), a maximum speed
of 80 km/h on gravel roads is strongly recommended. Speed limits within national parks
and towns are typically 60 km/h.

Driving Side: Traffic keeps to the left-hand side of the road.

Hazards:

o Wildlife: Animals, particularly kudu and warthogs, can dart onto roads unexpectedly,
especially at dawn, dusk, and night. Avoid driving after sunset whenever possible.
Be vigilant for wildlife warning signs.

o Gravel Road Risks: High speeds on gravel increase the risk of skidding, loss of
control, and rollovers. Dust from other vehicles severely impairs visibility.

o Tyre Punctures: These are common due to sharp stones on gravel roads. Ensure
the vehicle has two functional spare tyres and the necessary tools (jack, wheel
spanner). Familiarize yourself with the tyre-changing process before setting off.
Carrying a tyre pressure gauge and a portable compressor (often included with
rentals ) is advisable.

o Coastal Fog: Roads near the coast (salt roads) can become slippery when the
frequent coastal fog rolls in. Reduce speed accordingly.

Fuel Management: Distances between towns and fuel stations can be vast, particularly in
Damaraland. Plan refueling stops carefully using a reliable map showing fuel station
locations. Refuel whenever the opportunity arises, even if the tank is not empty, as
stations in remote areas may occasionally run out of fuel. While major stations accept




credit cards, carry sufficient cash (Namibian Dollars or South African Rand) for fuel
purchases at smaller, more remote stops. The long-range fuel tanks fitted to most rental
4x4s provide a crucial safety margin.

Navigation: While GPS devices are useful, mobile phone coverage is often limited or
non-existent outside of towns and along major highways. Download offline maps (e.g.,
Google Maps offline feature, Maps.me app) for the entire route before starting the trip.
Paper maps are also a reliable backup.

Self-Sufficiency: Always carry ample drinking water (several litres per person per day),
snacks, a basic first-aid kit, sunscreen, hats, and sunglasses. Ensure mobile phones are
charged (the dual battery system helps power devices). Inform your accommodation of
your estimated arrival time, especially when travelling through remote areas.

VI. Budgeting Your Adventure

Planning a realistic budget is key to a successful self-drive trip. The main cost components for
this 11-night itinerary for two adults include:

4x4 Vehicle Rental: Base rental cost, comprehensive insurance (recommended), and the
one-way drop-off fee (WDH to WVB).

Accommodation: 11 nights in lodges, aiming for the N3000-N7000 per room per night
range (consider B&B vs. DBB).

Fuel: Estimate based on total distance (approx. 2500-3000 km) and average fuel
consumption (around 8 km per litre for a Hilux ). Fuel prices fluctuate but budget around
N23-N25 per litre.

Park & Site Fees: Daily fees for Etosha National Park, entry/guided tour fees for
Twyfelfontein, Cape Cross, and potentially other sites.

Activities: Costs for key guided experiences like the Living Desert Tour and Marine
Dolphin Cruise, plus any optional extras (e.g., guided drives from lodges).

Food & Drinks: Lunches, dinners (if accommodation is B&B), snacks, beverages (water,
soft drinks, alcohol).

Miscellaneous: Tips for lodge staff, fuel attendants, guides; souvenirs; personal
expenses.

Table 7: Indicative Trip Budget Estimate (11 Nights, 2 Adults)

Category Estimated Cost Range |Notes

(N$)
4x4 Rental (11 days) [N$ 20,000 - N$ 35,000 [Incl. full insurance; varies by company, season
One-Way Fee N$ 6,000 - N$ 8,000 [Estimate, confirm with rental company
(WDH-WVB)
Accommodation (11 N$ 44,000 - N$ 77,000 [Based on N4000-N7000/night average
nights) (mid-range of budget)
Fuel (~2800km @ ~N$ 8,750 Estimate, depends on exact route & driving style
N$25/I @ 8kml/l)
Park/Site Fees ~N$ 1,500 Etosha (3 days, 2ppl+veh), Twyfelfontein (2ppl)
Key Activities ~N$ 4,600 Living Desert Tour (x2), Dolphin Cruise (x2)
Food, Drinks, Misc. N$ 10,000 - N$ 15,000 [Lunches, some dinners, drinks, tips, variable
Total Estimated N$ 94,850 - N$ Approx. N$ 47,425 - N$ 74,925 per person
Range 149,850

Important Note: This budget is indicative and based on available 2024/2025 data and




estimates. Actual costs will vary based on specific choices (rental company, lodges, season),
booking time, and spending habits. Obtain firm quotes for major items like vehicle rental and
accommodation.

VIl. Departure Logistics & Final Recommendations
Vehicle Return at Walvis Bay Airport (WVB)

Coordinate the vehicle return process with the rental company well in advance. Confirm the
exact drop-off location at Walvis Bay Airport (WVB), the required procedure (e.g., meeting a
representative, designated parking), and the expected time needed for inspection and
paperwork. Ensure the vehicle meets the return conditions specified in the rental agreement
(e.g., fuel level). Allow ample time between vehicle return and flight check-in to avoid any
last-minute rush.

Flight Considerations

The itinerary is designed around departure from Walvis Bay (WVB), making the one-way vehicle
rental the most logical approach. Should travel plans necessitate returning the vehicle to
Windhoek, be aware that flights between Windhoek (WDH or ERS) and Walvis Bay (WVB) exist,
primarily operated by Airlink. However, these flights are currently indirect, involving stops (often
in Johannesburg or Cape Town), resulting in lengthy travel times (5h 45m or more) and
significant cost (potentially over N$5000 one-way pp). This reinforces the efficiency of the
planned one-way rental despite the associated fee.

Booking & Preparation Advice

e Advance Bookings: Namibia is a popular destination, especially during the peak season
(July-October). Book international flights, the 4x4 rental vehicle, and all lodge
accommodation well in advance (6-12 months recommended for peak season) to secure
availability and potentially better rates. Popular activities like the Living Desert Tour and
Marine Dolphin Cruise should also be booked ahead of time.

e Insurance: Reconfirm the importance of comprehensive travel insurance covering
medical emergencies, cancellations, and personal belongings, in addition to the vehicle
insurance.

e Packing Essentials:

o Clothing: Lightweight layers are key. Warm jackets/fleeces for cool
evenings/mornings (especially coastal and desert nights), light long-sleeved shirts
for sun protection, comfortable trousers/shorts.

o Footwear: Comfortable walking shoes/hiking boots for exploring sites like
Twyfelfontein, sandals/flip-flops for lodges.

o Sun Protection: High SPF sunscreen, wide-brimmed hats, quality sunglasses are
non-negotiable.

o Health: Basic first-aid kit, personal medications, insect repellent.

o Gear: Binoculars (essential for wildlife viewing), camera with zoom lens and spare
batteries/memory cards, reusable water bottles, headlamp/torch, universal travel
adapter, portable power bank.



o Documents: Passport (valid for at least 6 months beyond departure), driver's
license (plus International Driving Permit if required), flight tickets, booking
confirmations (printouts recommended as backup), copies of important documents
stored separately.

Final Thoughts

A self-drive journey through Namibia, from the wildlife-rich plains of Etosha to the ancient
landscapes of Damaraland and the dramatic Atlantic coast, is an unforgettable adventure. This
itinerary, focusing on comfortable lodge stays within the specified budget, offers a framework for
experiencing some of the country's most iconic highlights. Success lies in thorough preparation:
securing a reliable 4x4 with appropriate insurance, booking accommodation and key activities in
advance, planning driving routes realistically, and embracing the spirit of independent
exploration. Namibia's vastness and raw beauty reward the prepared and flexible traveller with
experiences that are both humbling and exhilarating.
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